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DAYTON
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PUERTO RICAN STUDENTS CELEBRATE THEIR OWN COMMUNITY
WHILE EMBRACING COMMUNITY SPIRIT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON
DAYTON, Ohio - For first-year college students in America, adjusting to life away
from home and on campus can be very stressful. For students whose homes are far away and
whose cultures are different, adjusting can be especially difficult.
For the Puerto Rican student population at the University of Dayton, however, the sense
of community that has been an integral part of life on campus is expanded to help these
students feel at home in Ohio.
"Puerto Rican students have a lot to deal with in their first weeks here at the
University," said Jessica Gonzalez Pagan, assistant director of admission at UD, who came to
the University as a first-year student from Puerto Rico in fall1992. "They deal with the normal
anxiety first year students have to manage, as well as the stress of being so far from home, a
different language and fitting in with a new culture."
Cultural programs such as the University's celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, held
Sept. 15-0ct. 15 and offering a variety of activities from speakers to specialty food nights, offer
Latin American students avenues to celebrate their heritage.
But even before school begins in the fall, Puerto Rican students get their first taste of
what community means at UD, Pagan said. New students are paired up with a fellow Puerto
Rican big brother or sister in the summer months before they arrive so they'll already have a
friend when they get to campus.
"It is the nature of the Puerto Rican community here on campus that upper classmen

always help out the freshmen," Pagan said. "The older students work with the incoming class
and serve as advisers and mentors. It gives the incoming students a sense of belonging and
connection."
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The connection not only comes from sharing the same heritage, but the younger students
-with guidance from their upperclass peers - get to quickly feel that they are part of the UD
community, Pagan added.
Aside from their older counterparts on campus, Puerto Rican and other Latin American
students receive support from the office of admission and are assigned an advisor from the
office of diverse student populations. The Latin American Student Association and other
organizations for international students also serve as vehicles for students to celebrate their
heritage and help educate other students about their homelands and cultures.
Pagan, who graduated from UD in 1996 and returned as a staff member in 1998, said
the Puerto Rican student population continues to grow each year. This fall brought the secondlargest incoming first-year class with 25 students, bringing the total number of undergraduate
Puerto Rican students to 80.
Pagan said the sense of community is very strong among Puerto Rican people both on
and off campus. Students quickly learn there are sources of support for them outside of school
as well.
"If something happens to one of us, whether or not we know that person, we feel it,"

Pagan said. "The same is true for the Puerto Rican community in the entire Dayton area. I think
it's because when you are very far from home you look to the community for support . That
community is very strong here, and people treat one another like family."
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For media interviews, call Jessica Gonzalez Pagan at (937) 229-3968 or via e-mail at
jgpagan@udayton.edu or Victor Perez, Latin American Student Services, at (937) 229-3634 or
via e-mail at victor.perez@notes.udayton.edu.

